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In the Eastern Chin period (318-420) Hsii Yen of Yanghsien was
passing through the Suian "Mountains. He met a student lying by
the roadside who complained of pains in his feet and asked Yen
if he would carry him in his goose cage. Thinking that the stranger
was only joking, Yen said that he would. Thereupon the student
crawled into the cage and settled down comfortably beside the two
geese. He did not seem to grow any smaller or the cage any
larger; nor did Yen find the cage any heavier when he picked it up.
When Yen stopped under a tree to rest, the student came out
of the cage and asked Yen if he would like to have some refresh-
ments. When he said that he would, the stranger spat out a bronze
box with all kinds of rare delicacies in it. All the utensils were
made of bronze and the foods were all delicious beyond anything
that Yen had known. After the wine had been around a few times,
the stranger said to Yen: "I have a woman with me that I should
like to have join us." "Fine/* Yen said, and thereupon the stranger
spat out of his mouth a girl of about sixteen, gorgeously dressed
and extraordinarily beautiful.
After a while the student became drunk and fell asleep, whereat
the girl said to Yen: "Though I am married to this student, in
reality I love another man and have him with me at all times.
Since the student is asleep I should like to entertain my lover a
while, if you would promise not to tell"
Yen promised, and the girl spat out of her mouth a handsome